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EAR and MURRAY's EDITION of THOMSON's SEASONS. © 
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1 PRINTING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
IIHOMSON's SEASONS; 
5 1 1 TWENTY-TWO | TY | 
ELEGANT, ENGRAVINGS, _ 
©. By Mr. SHARE, 
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CONDITIONS. | 


Tux work will be completed in FouR NUMBERs; printed in a 
ſuperb manner, upon a Wove Paper of the firſt quality and tex- 
ture, in Imperial or oblong Quarto; to which will be prefixed 
Dr. Alkix's ffigenious Eflay upon the Plan and Character of the 
Poem. 

Each Number will contain, as nearly as can be 8 
about Fifteen Sheets of Letter-Preſs; Three large Engravings of 
the ſize undermentioned; and Two or more ſmaller Engravings, 
according to circumſtances. The Title will be ornamented in a 
manner equally new and beautiful. 
The Numbers will be delivered with a erupulous regard to 
priority of Subſcription. 

The ſize of the large THEN will be 8 inches by 92. 
The PaiNnTINGs will be ſubmitted to the Inſpection of the 
Public as ſoon as they are finiſhed. 

Two GUiNEAs to be paid at the time of gubſcribing; for 
which a ſtamped receipt will be given; and the ſame ſum on de- 
livery of every Number except the laſt, which wal be delivered 
without any additional demand. 

The work being in RI the Firſt Number is 0 
to be ready for publication on or before the Firſt of Mar 1793. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 


WERE any apology neceſſary for the preſent undertaking, the 
ſentiments of Dr. Johnſon might be quoted with propriety.---+ As 
a writer, ſays he,  THoMsON is entitled to praiſe of the higheſt 
kind. His mode of thinking and expreſſing his thoughts is original. 
His blank verſe is no more the blank verſe of Milton, or of any 

other poet, than the rhymes of Prior are the rhymes of Cowley. 
His numbers, his pauſes, his diction, are of his own growth ; with- 
out tranſcription, without imitation. He thinks in a peculiar train; 


and he thinks always as a man of genius. He looks round on Na- 


ture, and on life, with the eye which Nature beſtows only on a 
poet; the eye that diſtinguiſhes, in every thing preſented to his 
view, whatever there is on which imagination- can delight to be 
detained; and with a mind that at once comprehends the vaſt, and 
attends to the minute. The reader of the SE£asons wonders that 
he never ſaw before what THoMsoN ſhews him, and that he never 
has felt what THomsoN impreſſes. -- His deſcription of extended 
ſcenes and general effects brings before us the whole magnificence 


- of Nature, whether pleaſing or dreadful. The gaiety of Spring, the 


ſplendour of Summer, the tranquillity of Autumn, and the horror 
of Winter, take in turns poſſeſſion of the mind. The Poet leads 


us through the appearances of things as they are ſucceſſively varied 
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by the viciſſitudes of the year: and imparts to us ſo much of his 1 
own enthuſiaſm, that our thoughts expand with his imagery, and 6 : 
kindle with his ſentiments.”--- -- Fobn/or?'s Lives of the Poets. | 7 

This liberal encomium, and that from a Critic more remark- b 
able for his antipathy than his jality to the literature and Y 
genius of our Author's country, renders every thing which the 3 
Proprietors might juſtly add unneceflary. The uniform voice of — 
literature has, in this inſtance, ſanctioned the voice of Johnſon. All 1 
therefore that remains to the Proprietors is the grateful taſæ of i 


| ting to the Public an Edition of TwomsoN's SEASONS, in | = 
which the elegance of the Execution ſhall equal the elegance of _- 
the PotT. To promiſe more would be to promiſe what could — 
The ENGRAVINGs will a be executed by Mr. SHarRe, who, 
being himſelf a Proprietor, will have every motive to 5 
beſt exertions, and to preſerve the reputation he has acquired. 
The LETTER-FRESS will be ſuperintended by Mr. MunRAT, = 
with the moſt ſcrupulous care and attention; and every method taken 5 3 
to render this Edition of the Szasons worthy of the preſent æra, _ 
for munificence and a liberal patronage of the Arts. 'S 8 


